
Enrichment Activity 

Visit a Science Museum and Design an Exhibit (20 points) 

 
This is a two part assignment. You must do both parts to receive credit. 

 

Part 1: Visit a Science Museum 

1. Visit http://www.astc.org/sciencecenters/index.htm to learn more about science centers and to find a 

list of science centers in the U.S. You can narrow your search to find science centers in Los Angeles 

(including the California Science Center: http://www.californiasciencecenter.org/ which I 

HIGHLY recommend) and Santa Barbara (e.g, the Santa Barbara Natural History Museum and Sea 

Center: http://www.sbnature.org/).  

 

There are no science centers in Ventura listed on this site; however here is a list of science centers in 

Ventura County: 

 

̵ California Oil Museum: http://www.oilmuseum.net/ 

̵ Museum of Ventura County - Agricultural Museum:  

http://venturamuseum.org/visit-agriculture-museum/ 

̵ Gull Wings Children’s Museum: http://www.gullwings.org/ 

 

2. Visit a science museum and answer the following questions. Your answers must be typed and 

written in complete sentences. Put your name, the date, the period and the title of the assignment 

“Enrichment Activity: Visit a Science Museum and Design an Exhibit” at the top left of the page. 

1) Science centers teach about science and technology by enabling self-learning and hands-on 

discovery. Analyze the design of several exhibits at the science center you visit and describe 

how they achieve this objective. Be sure to compare and contrast different exhibits and to 

describe at least three techniques, though not all three techniques need to be incorporated in 

every exhibit.  

2) Describe your favorite exhibit at the museum. Why do you like it? How could it be improved 

to make it even better? 

 

Part 2: Design Your Own Exhibit 

3. Design a science exhibit for the museum you visited and write a proposal to the science center. Your 

exhibit should be related to one or more concepts we have learned in class and should be appropriate 

for children in grades 4-8. The design should include strategies for facilitating self-learning and 

hands-on discovery.  

Your proposal must be typed and should be in the form of a business letter addressed to the museum 

that 1) identifies and explains the scientific concepts being addressed, and what visitors will 

understand when they are done interacting with your exhibit, 2) provides a detailed description of the 

exhibit, including an explanation of the components that assist visitors in self-learning and hands-on 

discovery, and 3) includes a drawing of the exhibit as you envision it. 

Visit http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/653/1/ to learn more about writing a business letter. 

Be sure to address your letter to a real person at the museum using the museum’s real address.  

 

 


