
Enrichment Activity 

Article or Podcast Summary (5 points - 10 points) 
Articles must be at least 500 words in length; podcasts must be at least 5 minutes (transcript greater than 500 words). The number 
of points awarded depends on the topic and length of the article or podcast. In general, media that is relevant to topics we are 
studying in biology will be awarded more points than those that are not relevant to our biology course as long as you explain how 

they are relevant to our course. Also, media that is longer than 1000 words (more than one magazine page with minimal 
illustrations) or 10 minutes for podcasts is worth more points than those that are 500-1000 words or podcasts that are 5-10 minutes. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Find a science article that interests you and meets the guidelines above.  
You can find science articles: 

̵ Online: Discover Magazine (http://discovermagazine.com/), Scientific America 
(http://www.scientificamerican.com/), and Science Magazine (http://www.sciencemag.org/) are all good 
places to look 

̵ In Class: Ms. Majda has a collection of science magazines you can look through and check out on loan 

Good podcasts can be found on NPR’s website at http://www.npr.org/  (select the “Programs” menu and browse 
through the Science Friday and Radio Lab content, you may also find stories in other programs – look) 

Example of an 5 pt article (between 500-1000 word and not relevant to our biology course): 
http://news.yahoo.com/why-long-since-major-hurricane-hit-us-140200321.html 
 
Example of a 7 pt article (between 500-1000 words and relevant to our biology course): 
http://news.sciencemag.org/biology/2013/09/cells-reprogrammed-living-mice 

Example of an 8 pt article (more than 1000 words and not relevant to our biology course): 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=bring-science-home-rooftop-garden 

Example of an 10 pt article (more than 1000 words and relevant to our biology course): 
http://discovermagazine.com/2011/jul-aug/13-how-pig-guts-became-hope-regenerating-human-limbs#.UjQD49LOmSo 

Example of a 5 pt podcast (between 5-10 minutes in length and not relevant to our biology course): 
http://sciencefriday.com/segment/09/13/2013/world-s-largest-volcano-discovered-on-pacific-seafloor.html 

Example of a 10 pt podcast (greater than 10 minutes in length and relevant to our biology course): 
http://sciencefriday.com/segment/09/06/2013/do-your-gut-bacteria-influence-your-metabolism.html 
 
(Hint, see Ms. Majda if you would like me to show you how to paste articles into a Microsoft Word document so you 
can do a quick and easy word count) 

2. Make a photo copy of the article (you can make copies for $.10 per page in the library; if you cannot afford this, see Ms. 
Majda and she will make a copy for you) 

3. On a separate sheet of paper stapled in FRONT of the article: 

̵ Write the title, author(s), and source (magazine, page number of volume number, etc) of the article at the top 
along with your name and period. 

̵ List and define all key vocabulary in the article (especially all scientific terms necessary to understand the article) 

̵ Provide a 1 paragraph summary for articles that are 500-1000 words long and a two paragraph summary for 
articles that are greater than 1000 words long.  

Things to include in your summary: 

□ An overall explanation of what the article was about and what you found most interesting 

□ A description of the experiment conducted, including identification of any controls and/or variables discussed in the article 

□ Explanation of how any new discoveries discussed in the article will impact/benefit mankind 

□ An explanation of how the article is relevant to what we have already or currently are studying in class (for bonus points) 

4. Put the write up stapled to the front of the article in the Enrichment section of your binder. 


